
1. H.3281 -  DHHS Hospice FundingτThis bill, a joint resolution by Rep. Tracy Edge and others, 

directs that DHHS maintain current levels of funding for hospice care services in an effort to 

protect the services from reduction as early as February, 2009, long before the newly drafted 

agency budget would go into effect July 1, 2009.  Rep. Rex Rice (R-Pickens) added an amendment 

to broadly allow DHHS to lower all provider rates in an effort to stabilize the agency budget.  This 

amendment was overwhelmingly defeated in a 105-9 vote.  A P vote supports the SCMA 

position. 

2. H.3303 -  Optometry Scope Expansion  τ This bill provides for the broad expansion of the 

optometric  scope of practice, specifically allowing optometrists to perform surgery and have 

more comprehensive prescriptive authority.  Sponsors of this bill include Reps. J. R. Smith, Gullick, 

Hardwick, Gambrell, Hiott, Anthony, A. D. Young, Jennings, Moss, Clemmons, Allison, Bowen, 

Cooper, Duncan, Hearn, Lucas, Simrill, D. C. Smith, Spires, Long, Edge, Weeks, G.M. Smith, Hayes, 

Miller, Jefferson, Hodges, Whitmire, Harvin, Herbkersman, Hosey, Agnew, Littlejohn, Williams, 

Bowers, G. A. Brown, Stewart, Barfield, Umphlett, Parker, Kirsh, Allen, Viers, Govan, Battle, Hart, 

Skelton and Daning.  !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΣ ǘƘŜ оa ǎǳōŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ΨŀŘƧƻǳǊƴŜŘ ŘŜōŀǘŜΩ 

on the bill, essentially killing it for the year. 

3. H.3455 -  Podiatry Scope Expansion  τ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƛƭƭ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ άǇƻŘƛŀǘǊȅέ ǘƻ 

mean the diagnosis, surgical, medical and mechanical treatment of all conditions of the human 

foot and ankle, and their related soft tissue structures to the level of the anterior tibial tubercle.  

Sponsors of this bill include Reps. Erickson, Jefferson, Spires, Haley, Bowen, Herbkersman, Horne, 

A. D. Young, Miller, Umphlett and Jennings.  This bill currently resides in the 3M House 

Committee.  A similar bill has been filed in the Senate (S-356, Alexander) 
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